The Firefly
byl.[Richards

Alrichlimagination Helthought(oflall(his[victories
And[compulsive urge[to Write Thelkids, dnd[dolleagues,too
Discovered(theywere[soul tates TheldaysWhen, [in[adversity,
And[beganto [work [atmhight He’dknown justiwhattodo
Alteacher’s[hand Wwaswhat(they/chose Enchanting,[sunnymemories
Tolhold their(ready!quill Ofltwinkling, [Sunbeam[¢yes
Andleven(ds/thelsunrose That[shone through fields (ofloutstretched [arms
These threepartners scribbled/still Alllreaching for [theskies
Compulsive Urge!did mot et up Backthenhe’dbeen(a firefly
AsHand[0’er[paper flowed Thatldarted toandfro’
And[Rich[Imagination Butnow, helquestioned, (had e lostthat(spark?
Jugglediword pairs for herlode Andlanswered, “No!”
But/as/pink [dawn(left [silently Helput(his/daybehind (him
Our sleepy!teacheri(stood That’sjust(howthey/Sometimes came;
And[putiaway!his long might’swork Aldiehad[rolled out badly
Aslsafelylashelcould Buthelhadn’tlost/the game
Alsiplofifresh(blackcoffee With[new[determination
Aslhelsquintedthrough(theblinds Tolenthuseldand tolinspire
Preparedhim(for(another(day Heltookthat/dormant [spark
Oflquenching thirsty (minds Andlhelped(the fly[regainlitsfire
Butlhis [poem[was mot finished Awakingwith(dWwelcomelyawn
And/hisbrain[was/stilllalight Theflames(roseup(toldance
With(that[tichlimagination And/halflthe might(our(teacher(worked
And[compulsive irge [to Write Without[d[backwards[glance
His[morning[was Mot [éasy Itiwaslas(ifld[giant/dam
Itiwaslong, andlaced Wwith[stress Had [faltered, (cracked/and (burst
And/his/rich[imagination Aslwater filled(alvalley
Waslleft(drumpled/inlalmess That was(suffering (with(thirst
Hislafternoonlwas just(asbad Asliflbacklin(thoselearlyyears
Asllong/as/itwasfraught Hislheart/wasnow(alight
Yet,loncehome, With[altichlimagination
Helreflected [0n(thelessons he (had ‘taught And[compulsivelurge[to Write
Helthoughtlabout(the early(years His[penlwasllikelamagicwand
When/alllwas [fresh [dnd (bright Hislesson planslike spells
When!all(his bait 'was [succulent Tolmesmerize(the children(inhis[care
Andleveryl(fish[wouldbite Between schoollbells



At2amlfatigue began
To(rearlitswearyface

Solthenlour friend/stood hip and stretched
And[marched(about theplace
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