Thatawfulleve, that mervous might
Isat(right throughit bolt ipright =
Inlorder [to [push(off'the day
Ididmotlet[sleep/comemyway.

Andlyet asIlremained/awake
Thatlalso [proved/abadmistake
ForIicould not expellthethought
ThoughTidid tryto [think [0 flnaught

Theminutes/and the hours/passed
Replacedbynew(ones(far(foofast
Andlas[thebirds/announced!first (light
I'wished that(it[was!still the night

Ilswiveled[slowlyloutofibed
Mylheavyheartso (fulll0fldread
For[what(thedaywouldbring myway/+
I[feared it hore thanwords[can(say.

Mylheart(and (head [boththumped (in [time
As[Gran’sloldclock [began(fochime
And[thoughT’dlsoon(belasked toleat
I[cared for meither(plainnorsweet

AsIimessedup my!(tidy bed
Allittle[voicelinside mesaid:
“Youlhaven’t/told lyourMum/andDad
Oflallithe worry(thatyou’velhad.”

Thelvoice(was tight

And[Iknew [well =but Tonglago [=that Tishould[tell

ButTjustneverhadthe strength
Tolspeakabout/it(all[atlength

Callimelalcoward, iflyoulplease,
Tellithesome boys just [like(to [fease
ButTknow, liflyouthink [that’s [true,
Thatnolone’sgver(bulliedyou...

...Thelsmellloflfoasted waffles
Waftedwarmlythrough the/door
Mum’s waffles[were[delicious
And(Ildlways(asked(for more

That/Awful Eve

byl.[Richards

But thismorning(was[quite[different
Formy/appetite(was[failing
Aslthelimage¢ame(to [mind
Of'beingheld [against [that failing

So,having/dressed, Tiwentdownstairs
Andmnibbled0n/some(foast

But [ty mother(saw [right[throughme
Saying: [*fyoullook likelalghost!”

I'couldn’tKeep it fromheranylonger
ThoughTitried
But(it[wasn’t(any(longer

Something that Tiwished[tohide

Well, Tltold herthefull(story:
Itlalllstarted Wwith(d[joke
And[Ididn’t (mind, [at first
About the(fun/heisedto [poke

Ilused(to [go [dround Wwith him
I'used|(to(belhis/friend

And[though, ‘one(day, hemight(behean
Themext/daylit[wouldlend.

Thenlover [time, 'things[got huchWworse
Ildon’tremember how

Buthebegan tobullyme

And Has[doneintil[now.

I'don’t know (whyhe hatesme
If,indeed, 'thatlis[the case
Oriwhy(he’d [startto greetthe
With(algrimaceon(his/face

Sometimes T/thinkit’s my/(fault
Something 1’ve/donelor(said
ButI'know(that’s/alsillythought
With(which(tofill imy head

How silly[tolimagine

That Tlcould(beto Blame
Whenlit’s[just(a horrid(boy
Who’s[found anasty!(selfish[game



ButlévenlthoughTknow!alllthat
Ildon’tifeellany(better
Especially(since(tfoday’s[the[day
Helmentioned [in[his [letter.

Itl[seemed fromMum’s response
Thatlthishadcome(as/a/surprise
Sheltried [to hide herworry
Butlit[still'showed [inher eyes.

AsMum/put/downltheporridge
AndIpickedupldjuglofimilk
Shelsaid, “What [etter’sthis [then?”
With(her[voicelas/smooth(ds/silk

Ihad itlih My [pocket
ButTldidn’t[want(to[say

So Tfjustexplained,

“Helwantsme to (bring[Somethingin/today.”

Mumlasked[to[seelthe letter

Andithought, *Timight(aswell,”
Thoughlhe’dWwarnedmelhe’d belduite upset
IfléverIishouldtell.

AsMum[putlon(her(glasses
Andlsat/down/to[read[thenote
Ilrealised 'whatI’d/done
Andlfelt/alfootballlinmythroat

Butlonce(theballlwas/swallowed
And[my [butterflies(had (flown
Ifelt relieved, mow, [that

I'was/no [longeronmylown.

Mumllooked(dtme, [@andsmiled, [and [said:
“We’lllend this right[away

And, lyes, lyouwill[be taking [Something
Inltoschoolltoday.

But/it (will[be yourtother

And, onceIlhave(seen/the Head,
That bully(will regret
Heleverwrote Wwhat(Ijustiread.”

My/(parents(dndmy(teachersjoined
Tolsort/the wholething/out

Now [I’'mahappy/pupil +

Well, [that’swhat[it’s[all [dbout!



