School Journeys/in myv/Head

Iusedtolgolonffoottolschool
Ithisedtoldolthe/good
AndsSometimesIwould [run/abit
Orljogthere(ifTicould

AndlasTiwent(I’d/liketo see
Thelsights/along(the Wway:
Six[ducklingswith[theirmother
Two [ted[squirrels fun(and play

Butlonelday, [aslalpresent,
Ilwas(given/alreal treat =+
Albikewith(big[red wheels

That Tldould/cyclethrough(thestreet

Thelfeeling [ Wwas|[fantastic

Forlitfeltlike Tlcould fly
Asimy[faceshot/throughthe[Autumn(leaves
That[tumbled from(the[sky

Eachltrip[waslanladventure
To[secret, [far[offllands
Wherelshipwrecks(bore(their(treasure
Onlincharted, golden sands

Asltimemoved(onland Imove(school
TheldistanceWastoo [far
AndMum/began/to ltake e
Everylmorning in(the(car.

But, though/it had four wheels,
Ilsoonldiscovered o my/glee
Itwas(a/giant [pirate(ship
Thatlsailedthe stormyIsea

Eachldaywas(anew[voyage
With[new [treasure [to be found
Concealedlinsidednliron[chest
Somewhere beneaththeground.

Thelderialwasteally
Alonehundred foothigh(mast
With(skullland[drossbones(flapping
Aslthelsalty(dirfushed(past.

byl.[Richards

Andl[each(time we[would stop[dtlights
I’duipandlgolashore

Andwithime TWwouldtake[two hundred men
Or[maybe more.

I’dllead(theWway(throughhostile jungle
Neverlonce/afraid

Withlalllmy faithin[one[smallmap
Some0therroguehad made

When(Dad’s[jobchanged it dlso [meant
Another(change for s

For,loncelhe had/the[car,

Welhad(tb [go [to [Schoolbybus

But(that[was(fine,

For, upstairs, [dt(the frontwe’d[sit'éach(day
Andnervouslylcount/down
Beforelthelrocket/shotlaway.

10,09,18,(7,16,15,4,13,2,1
Offlwelgo!
AlthoughTialways/felt [that
Forlalrocket it (was[slow

ButlonceIl¢losed my/leyes
Iwas(thrown/back [into imyl(seat
Therewas|jelly/inmy/cheeks
And[pinsland meedles/inmy!feet

The(buildings(shrank [and disappeared
And [then [the hountains, [foo,
Thellandbecame d(sealoflgreen
Amidlasealoflblue

Ourbus/wouldmakel(alsharp(right turn
And, [@swefook[the bend

Our lunar [orbit[fook s found the hoon
Fromlendtolend

Then, oncewe’d reacheddur Busistop
And(the[playgroundwas!/in/sight
Welsteppeddown [for(amoonwalk
Inlthe(black lofTlunar mnight.



When(Dadbought Mum/a/runlaround
Mum/couldn’tlhideher grin
ButthisWas mota[pirate[ship
Tosaillthe high[seas[in

Thistimewejoined [d[fota

And, with friends, Ihad [Suchfun
Aslcaptain(ofiourbobsleigh
Onlthelicyhome[schoolltun

Each [time Mum/turned the[steering[wheel
Welrodehighroundlabend

Andas we went
Spectatorsioohed/andlahed s tillthelend.

Itiwasn’tlongbefore Mum’scar
Conked[dut, (@s(did the rota

And, [Oncelagain, Thadto get/toschool
Without @motor

My Mum, o [longer wanting
Tolgolinléachldaybybus
ToldlmeTishould(getip early
And(bikelinwithout(d fuss.

Butwhat MumIdid Mot know
Waslthat Ilhad no bikeatall =+
Onlylaflying(carpet
Fromlalmerchant/ih[Nepal

I’dwakelipas/thelsunrose
And[I’d[polish(theredwheels
Ofltheldarpet thatwouldtakeme
Overlhouses, lakesdnd (hills

When, [two months later, we moved House
Ihad mo meed [for biking

AndlasTiwalked, again, to[school

I'tried [Somehighland hiking

The[Sunldrenched[Scottish countryside
Wasmine, [dlone, [to [fread
AndlonIwentleénjoying
More[schooljourneys/inmyhead.



