Norbert’s(Climb

Thelplayground wasso moisy
With(thelsound/ofl¢hildren playing
Thatthe [teachers withtheir[coffees
Could mothear(what/they 'weresaying

Thelgirls[werelsinging[skipping[songs
Thelboyswere playing ball

Andl[theworst moise Wwas/the muffledshouting
Coming from(the[pool

Andmobodywasbusy
With[a [businessbuthis[own
Andmobodyhadnoticed
NorbertNashwas!all(dlone

So [LLittleMorbert thought

That/it (was[safe [fo [start (his [climb
Helmade sure(that[the Coast was[clear
Then!quickly/checked/the(time

He’dlwatchedthe bigboys[often =+
Knew [justwhereto [steplandigrip
Now, [atlast, [it (WwasHis Own[turn
Forlaltreetoptrecking trip!

Hislheart[wasracing faster
Thanlthe[swallows(in [thelsky
Helthought [that[he[might touch[them
Iflhe made it [quite [that high

Butmow he swallowed hard
Andlfelt’anapplelin/his/throat

When (ke thoughtlofMum’s[raw [anger
Shouldhe tearhisbrand new [coat

ButNorbert would/be careful
Helwould/sprint iplikelalcat
(Thoughlcats(do motlike/comingdown/+
Now, he’dnotthought(oflthat!)

Onefinal spylaround [himself
Tolook/formosyleyes
ThenNorbert took(algiant leap
(Considering his[size)

byl.[Richards

“Justdon’tdookdown!” ke [fold himself
Aslonelbranchlsnappedlandfell

Butfelt [sick [to[discover
That[he[didn’t[climb(so vell

Butlitiwas(too(late mow [that e was
Halflwayipthe tree
Tolgiveluplon(his/mission=
Helhadldaredhimself, you[see!

ForNorbertwasalsorry(chap

Who (hadno friends [at(all
And|allthechildren(laughed(dt him
Becauselhelwas/sosmall

So Norbert/thought, quite[simply,
ThatlifThe[could [provehimself
Thelotherswould[stoptaunting him
And/callinghim[*'the elf.”

But(thingswere[going Wwrong for him+
His[c¢limb(was/a mistake
Andlrotten/branches underfoot
Werethreatening to (break

Itiwasn’tveryllong
BeforepoorNorbert had (been/seen
Atlfirst/the/childrenjokedandgibed
Andlgiggled(inbetween

Butlsoonlitwas|quite[clear to(all
Theljokewas [running/dry
Andalllthe faces/dropped
AsNorbertNash(beganlto [cry

Theylhadn’treally/cared(before
Butow [they/saw [for [real

How [verylsmallltheir [forments
Could makeTittle Norbert feel

NowIsome[0flthem/had(realized
Thatl(the [tree [Was[giving [Wway
And(thehonest[fear(in Norbert’s[eyes
Toldmore than'hecould(say



Thelteachers Wwere ipset

Thatthey’dnotmoticed Norbert[c¢limbing

Butmow theylactedquickly
Andlarrived [withperfect [fiming

And[whenlthe[¢reaking branches
Could mot(bear [his Wweight(at/all
Six[teachers heldd(sheetdloft
To break [poorNorbert’s(fall

Helwasupset, but, thankfully,
Helsufferednot(a/scratch
Andtheteachers/weretheheroes
Forlalquite(heroic(catch.

But(then[dame!all the[questions
AndlonceNorbert’s heartWwas known
Both/his[parents(and his(teachers
Realisedjusthow (sad[he’d/grown.

Soltheyputltheir headstogether
Toworklout whatcould beldone
Tohelp Norbert[to be happier
And(have/(aittle[fun

Atllast (it wasldecided

Thatlhe[simply meeded!friends
So(they(searched for[children/willing
Tolshakehands(andthake [amends

Andlafter what had happened
Theyfound lots[oflchildrenkeen
To belfriendly towards Norbert =
To bekindlihsteadofimean

Themoraloflthestorylis/that
Bullying(is[¢ruel
Andlif'you(seelit[happening
To/someonelinyour(school

Make/(sure(ateacher knows[as(well
But, [feally, in/theénd
You’llicheerthe Victim[up [dswell
Bybeingtheir mewfriend!



